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Dear Parents/Grandparents,

Let me begin by thanking you for sharing your children with this community of faith.  Children enrich the life of a congregation in ways that cannot be adequately expressed or fully measured.  We know that having children in our midst is both a great privilege and an incredible responsibility.  Together we can raise children who know who they are in Christ, feel the presence and power of God, and understand what God would have them do and be.  With that mind, I have put together this booklet, so you may more fully join in partnership with us to help your child experience all that God has for him/her.

The sections of this booklet are: the Bible, holidays, prayer, scripture memorization, stewardship, Sunday School and worship.





Rev. Lynn Lampman

Sunday School

All our children begin Sunday morning in worship at 10:30 AM.  Infant-6th grade stays for the initial part of the service of worship: prelude and reflection questions, contemporary song, opening prayer, scripture and sharing with the children.  After this is finished, the children go down to their specific classrooms.  7th grade and older remain in our service of worship.
Nursery Care (Infant-Kindergarten) will be provided by Maria Scala.  Our 3-5 year olds will have a lesson each week on the themes of hospitality (September-December), stewardship (January-March), Sabbath and Living and Playing Joyfully (February-June) using the new United Church of Christ curriculum “Faith Practices.”
Our 1st-6th grade classroom will be lead by Kelly Kirk.  They will be having a guest teacher (along with Kelly) two Sundays a month who will present a lesson on the theme for the month (see below for themes – they are the same themes we will be using in our service of worship).
September - The Many Faces of Christianity: Eastern Orthodoxy and  

                     Quakerism
October -  The Beatitudes 
November - Stewardship 
December - Giving the Gift of Ourselves and Spiritual Gifts
January - The Lord’s Prayer 
February - World Religions – Judaism and Buddhism

March - Spiritual Practices: Almsgiving (Giving to the Poor) and Worship

April - At the Crossroads: Making Decisions

May - History of St. James 
June - The Prophets

The remaining Sundays in the month Kelly will be teaching on hospitality (Sept.-December), stewardship (January – March), Sabbath and Living and Playing Joyfully (April-June) using the new United Church of Christ curriculum “Faith Practices”.
The Youth meet on Sunday mornings (9:00-10:00 AM) from September 11- mid June.  The sessions will be facilitated by Katie Pauli, which will include exploring a Psalm each Sunday and relating it to their everyday lives.  Youth will share in the leadership of each session.

Church Offering

We encourage you to have your child bring offering each week, which will be collected during Sunday School. Weekly offering envelopes are available to the children of St. James (as we do for the adults), as a way to signify their giving to the church and keep track of their giving. If you would like offering envelopes for your child, please contact the church office: secretary@stjamesucc.org  or 610.446.3036
Bible

To read the Bible as a spiritual practice is to read it in search of God’s word to you.  The Bible tells the story of God’s unfolding purpose and love. It is a continuing story of creation, revelation and relationship. It is our story. Reading the Bible or Bible storybooks provides a way for each family member to ponder the reading on her or his own level.

We give Bibles to children at various stages of their development that are appropriate for their age. 1st graders, The Beginner’s Bible which contains many important stories from the Bible.  It is told in a language that young children can understand.  This book can be read to pre-schoolers as well and read by 1st and 2nd grader or be read to them.  The Children’s International Bible will be given to children in 3rd grade.  This is a complete Bible (not just stories) written at a third grade reading level.  Finally, we will be presenting the Good News Bible for those in 5th grade and those who have yet to be Confirmed.  This Bible will serve our older school age children well into their teenage years and beyond.  This translation of the Bible is dearly loved by many adults as well. 

You may want to utilize the following times to encourage reading of the Bible: read a passage along with the table grace each evening or read with your child at bedtime.
We have included two possible reading plans, if you desire to use them.  This will give you and your child a good overview of the Bible and its many stories.  You may choose to read the entire passage on that day or cover the passage over several days depending on its length and the age/attention span of your child.

Before reading the Bible, tell your child that you're going to talk to God. You can hold hands with your child or have them sit on your lap. Make your prayer brief and to the point. "Dear God, thank you for giving us this Bible. Please help us understand what we read and obey your word. In Jesus' name, Amen”
When reading through either reading plan (Overview of the Bible or the Life of Jesus) you may want to ask the following questions:

1. What happened in this story? 

What is this passage about?

2. What part of this story or passage did you like the most?

3. Why do you think God told us this story? 

Why do you think God gave us this passage?

4. Given what we read, what would God have us do?

Reading Plan: An Overview of the Bible
1.
 In the Beginning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Genesis 1:1—2:25
2.
 Sin Enters the Picture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Genesis 3:1-24
3.
 Water, Water Everywhere . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Genesis 6:1—8:22 

4.
 God’s Promise to Abraham. . . . . . Genesis 12:1-5; 18:1-15;17:1-
  

22; 21:1-7 
5.
 Goodbye, Sodom and Gomorrah . . . . . . . .
Genesis 18:16—19:29 

6.
 Isaac Loves Rebekah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Genesis 24:1-67 

7.
 Between Brothers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Genesis 25:19-34; 27:1-40 

8.
 The Deceiver Comes Home . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Genesis 32:1—33:20 

9.
 Family Reunion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Genesis 42:1-38; 45:1-28
10.
 A Man Named Moses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Exodus 2:1—3:22 

11.
 Escape from Egypt. . . . . . . . . . . . 
Exodus 12:1-42; 13:17—14:31
12.
 Life in the Wilderness. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Exodus 15:22—17:16
13.
 Ten Commandments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Exodus 20:1-21
14.
 Calf Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Exodus 32:1-35 

15.
 Moses Loses His Cool—and More. . . . . . . . . . 
Numbers 20:1-29 

16.
 Joshua Takes Command . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Joshua 1:1-18; 3:1-17
17.
 Conquering the Promised Land . . . . . . . .
Joshua 8:1-35; 11:1-23
18.
 Gideon, the Reluctant Leader . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Judges 6:1—7:25
19.
 The Weak Strong Man . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Judges 13:1-25; 16:1-31
20.
 Calling Samuel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1 Samuel 1:1-28; 3:1-21
21.
 Israel Gets a King . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1 Samuel 8:1—10:1 

22.
 God Rejects Saul . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1 Samuel 15:1-35

23.
 David versus Goliath . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1 Samuel 17:1-58 

24.
 King David Rules . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
2 Samuel 5:1—6:23 

25.
 Solomon, the Wise Guy . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1 Kings 3:1-28; 4:29-34 

26.
 Building the Temple. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1 Kings 6:1-38; 8:1-66 

27.
 Elijah and the Battle of Baal. . . . . . . . . . . .
1 Kings 18:16—19:18 

28.
 The Exile of Israel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2 Kings 17:1-41 

29.
 The Fall of Jerusalem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
2 Kings 25:1-30 

30.
 Rebuilding the Temple . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ezra 1:1-11; 6:1-22 

31.
 Rebuilding the Walls of Jerusalem . . . .
Nehemiah 2:1-20; 6:1-19 

32.
 Esther Saves Her People . . . . . . . . . . . .
 Esther 3:1—4:17; 7:1-10

33.
 Job, the Noble Sufferer . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Job 1:1—2:10; 42:1-17 

34.
Psalms of Comfort and Confession. . . . . .
Psalm 23:1-6; 51:1-19
35.
 The Coming Messiah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Isaiah 52:13—53:12 

36.
 A Night in the Lions’ Den . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Daniel 6:1-28 
37.
 The Ultimate Fish Story . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Jonah 1:1—4:11 

38.
 The First Christmas: Jesus Is Born. . . . . . . .
Matthew 1:18-2:23; 

Luke 2:1-52 

39.
 The Sermon on the Mount . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Matthew 5:1—7:29 

40.
 Miracle after Miracle. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Matthew 8:1—9:38 

41.
 Parable after Parable. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Matthew 13:1-58; 18:1-35 
42.
 The Lord’s Prayer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Luke 11:1-13 

43.
 The Raising of Lazarus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
John 11:1-44 
44.
 The Passion of the Christ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
John 18:1—19:42 

45.
 He Lives! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
John 20:1—21:25 

46.
 Welcome, Holy Spirit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Acts 2:1-47 

47.
 The First Martyr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Acts 6:8—7:60 

48.
 Saul Sees the Light . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Acts 9:1-31 

49.
 Good News for Gentiles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Acts 10:1—11:18 

50.
 Hit the Road, Paul . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Acts 13:1—14:28 

51.
 Sin and Salvation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Romans 3:1-31; 8:1-39 

52
 The Most Excellent Way . . . . . . . . . . 1 Corinthians 12:1—13:13 
53.
 Children of Light . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ephesians 5:1—6:4 

54.
 Jesus Is Coming Again. . . . . . . . . . . 
1 Thessalonians 4:13—5:11 

55.
 The Faith Hall of Fame . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Hebrews 11:1-40 

56.
 Just Do It. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
James 1:2-27 

57.
 Love, Love, Love. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1 John 3:1—4:21 

58.
 Judgment Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Revelation 20:1-15 

59.
 Forever and Ever . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Revelation 21:1—22:21 
Below you will find another schedule for reading the Bible with your child that looks at the life of Jesus.

Reading Plan:  The Life of Jesus

1.
Jesus Foretold……………………………………………
Isaiah 53

2.
The Birth of Jesus……………………………….
Matthew 1:18-25

3.
John the Baptist Prepares the Way and Baptizes
       Jesus……………………………………………
Matthew 3:1-4:11

4.
Water to Wine and the Samaritan Woman….…..
John 2:1-11 and

John 4:1-26

5.
Jesus Rejected in his Hometown……..…………
Luke 4:14-30

6.
Jesus Calls his Disciples………..
Luke 5:1-11 and Matthew 9:9-13

7.
Sermon on the Mount………………………………
Luke 6:17-46

8.
A Centurion, a Widow's Son and a Sinful Woman…….



………………………
Matthew 8:1-13 and Luke 7:11-17; 7:36-50

9.
Encounters With the Pharisees………….
Matthew 12:1-13; 22-45

10.
Parable of the Sower, Weeds and Seeds………...
Matthew 13:1-43

11.
Jesus Calms the Storm and Later Walks on Water…
Luke 8:22-25 



and Mark 6:45-56

12.
Jesus Heals a Man, Woman and Girl………………..
Mark 5:1-43

13.
Feeding of the 5000……..……………………………
John 6:1-14

14.
Peter Identifies the Christ and the Transfiguration…Luke 9:18-27



and Luke 17:1-8

15. Healing by Faith……………………………………
Mark 9: 14-32

16. Teachings and Parables……………………
Matthew 17:24-18:20

17. Teachings and Parables……………………
Matthew 18:21-19:15

18. The Rich Young Ruler……………………………
Mark 10:17-31

19. Disciples Sent Out…………………………………
Luke 10:1-24

20. The Good Samaritan………………………………
Luke 10:25-37

21. Jesus Teaches How to Pray……..…………………
Luke 11:1-13

22. Jesus Revives Lazarus………………………………John 11:1-44

23. Jesus Comes to Jerusalem………………………Matthew 21:1-27

24. The Last Supper……………
John 13:1-17 and Matthew 26:17-35

25. Comfort for the Disciples…………………………….
John 14-15

26.
Jesus Arrested and Disowned…………………Matthew 26:36-75

27. Jesus' Trial………………………………………John 18:19-19:16

28. Jesus Crucifixion and Death………………………
John 19:17-42

29.
Jesus' Resurrection and Appearances…………………
John 20-21

30.
The Great Commission and the Ascension of Jesus……


……………………………
Matthew 28:16-20 and Luke 24:50-53

Holidays

Give some time to the spiritual dimension of holidays (Easter, Christmas, Birthdays, etc.) by reading the Bible story behind the holiday and talking about the spiritual meaning of the holiday (which may include an Advent calendar or Advent wreath).  Offer a birthday prayer during a child’s birthday celebration.  This could include praying for their upcoming year and thanking God for all the things you love about your child.
The Importance of Helping Your Child Memorize Scripture

As you know, God's Word guides us, helps us worship God, and gives us encouragement in time of need. What a wonderful resource we have as Christians.  The tips below will assist you in helping you and your child(ren) to memorize Scripture. In doing this, you will be equipping them for their future and preparing them for challenges they will inevitably face throughout their life.
Steps to Helping Your Child Memorize Scripture 

1. Show your child where the verse is found in the Bible. 

2. Say the book, chapter and verse before and after the Scripture.

3. Recite the verse several times a day in your child’s presence so it becomes familiar to him/her. 

4. Write the Bible verse on a card. Take the cards with you when you go out so that you can review the verse at different times during the day (ex. in the car at a light).

5. Put a sticker on the card when you child has successfully memorized the verse.

Specific Bible Memorization Techniques 

Scramble the Words  - Put a word on each 3x5 card (or sheet of paper) then scramble the words.  Have your child put them in the right order.  If the scripture verse is long, you can put several words (in phrases) on each card and then have your child put them in the right order.

Erase-A-Word Method - Write the memory verse on a whiteboard.  You and your child read it together aloud.  Next, erase one or two words from the text and have your children repeat the verse, filling in the blank word as they go along. Keep erasing one or two words each time, until all the words are gone. 

Bible Footsteps Method - Trace your foot on a piece of paper. Make copies of the footprint so you have one for each word of the memory verse. Print each word of the memory verse on a footprint. Arrange the prints in a trail (in order), so that your child can step on the word and say it, whereas reading the whole verse while following the trail. You will want to tape the footprints to the floor so that they do not move as your child steps on them. 
Suggested Verses for Scripture Memorization 
Isaiah 26:3
Matthew 19:14

Hebrews 11:6

I Timothy 4:12

I Corinthians 16:13-14

Galatians 6:9

Ephesians 4:32

James 1:15

Philippians 2:3-4

John 14:26

II Corinthians 12:9

Ephesians 4:29
Stewardship

A Christian steward is one who: 

receives God’s gifts gratefully, 
cherishes and tends them responsibly, 
shares them in justice and love, 
and returns them to God.

Stewardship is not just for adults.  We have a responsibility to teach our children that God has given us many blessing.  We want to show our children how to share the gifts that God has given them with grace, generosity, and gratitude.  We want to instill in their hearts a love of giving.  We are all blessed by God and in turn want to bless God by using the gifts that we have been given to further God’s kingdom.  We want our children to understand that stewardship is a lifelong, ongoing process.  Whenever we use our time, talent, or treasure, we are making a stewardship decision.
Sharing, Saving, Spending

Below you will find several suggestions from parents who are part of the Kidsgreen Savings program of Zions Bank:
“At the end of each day, give your loose pocket change to your child to deposit it into his piggy bank."  Piggy banks teach children money skills.  You may want to purchase or make a piggy bank that has three compartments: sharing, saving and spending or four compartments: sharing, saving, investing and spending.  Many believe a good distribution of one’s money would be sharing 10%, saving 10%, investing 10% and spending 70%.  A three compartment bank can be purchased at: amazon.com (My Giving Bank with compartments marked: bank, store and church - $17.99) or a four compartment pig bank: amazon.com or a four compartment cow bank:  babyscholars.com.  The mint (www.themint.org) provides helpful suggestions on how to use the 10%/10%/10%/70% rule with your child, as well as how to make your own four compartment bank.
Some children spend the bulk of their allowance on toys.  So you may want to adopt a rule that they match what they spend on toys with a deposit in their savings accounts. No matching deposit would be required if the money was spent on more useful things such as clothes or books. And when a child receives money as a birthday gift, you may want to encourage them to spend half and save half.

If you give an allowance, you may want to give one dollar for each year of your child’s age. Then, sit together at the table, first set aside money for church/charitable contributions. Then, offer to match whatever portion of the remaining funds your child decides to deposit into their savings accounts. It's kind of like a little family 401(k) program. It provides an immediate reward for the child who decides to put much of their allowance dollars into savings. It can also create a healthy competition among siblings, who are aware of each other's deposit balances.

Decide as a family what group, organization or event will you participate in during the upcoming year by giving of yourselves (a hands on experience).  Talk with your children about the people you will be serving and why they need help and support at this time.  You may want to pray as a family for those you are serving.
Discuss with your children to whom you give and why.  Have them assist you in writing the checks, entering the amounts in the checkbook and mailing the checks.
Allowance 

“An allowance is not a salary or an entitlement. It is a tool for teaching children how to manage money”

Good Moneymaking Chores for Kids

1. Polishing shoes

2. Washing the car

3. Watering plants for a neighbor

4. Reshelving books

5. Walking the neighbor’s dog

6. Organizing the tool closet

7. Addressing party invitations

A helpful and useful allowance chart can be purchased from: Prosperity4kids.com.  
“Financial competency is a way for kids to manifest their character; a way of playing out the essence of who they are and who they will become.”

If you are looking for additional information on how to help your child develop a healthy relationship to money, you may want to read (and possibly own) a copy of  Raising Financially Fit Kids by Joline Godfrey.  One of the strengths of this book is helping you to know what money management skills are appropriate to teach at what age.

And remember that as parents your life itself serves as the greatest teacher.  For how you live your life is central to what you teach your kids about money.
Prayer

Prayer has many forms.  Prayer is conversations with God – telling God anything on your heart and listening to God.  As with any conversation, being quiet is important for listening.  Your child will probably ask, “How do I hear God?”  Help your child remember that God speaks constantly, and we hear God in many ways: sometimes through other people or nature, perhaps through particular events, or art or music, maybe through a story read or from a quiet nudging inside.

The following prayer may be said over your child as he or she is getting ready to sleep or is already sleeping.

“Loving God,

We are grateful for this one who is small in body yet great in Soul, who has come into our midst as a gift.  May we be sensitive to the Sacred as we nurture and learn from _____ (your child’s name).  Give us patience.  Give us strength.  And grant us wisdom and love to help _____ (your child’s name) learn to sing his/her own song.”








(Anne Spring)

You may choose to pray this prayer over your child or give him/her this blessing each day or night:

“May you be blessed with a spirit of gentleness, a heart that is tender.

May you be blessed with a spirit of strength, shining within you.

May you be blessed with a spirit of compassion, a fervent daring.

May you be blessed with a spirit of courage, daring to be who you are.

May you be blessed with a spirit of openness, understanding and respect.

May the earth hold you.

May the wind lift you ever up.

May the fire draw and warm you.

May the water quench and soothe your soul. Amen.”








(Deborah Cooper)

Though parents love to hear their children pray, it is important for children to hear their parents pray.  At mealtime and bedtime are important times for your child to pray, but this is an important time for you to offer prayer as well.  In addition, look for opportunities to offer simple, spontaneous prayers in the presence of your child – such as thanking God for a beautiful sunset, expressing your concern for a sick friend or pet, asking for God’s help with a particular problem or situation.  One of the best ways to teach your child to pray is by your own example.

Find times to pray with your child each day.  You may offer a brief prayer over them as they go off to school or daycare each day.  You may want to pray with them every night before they go to bed.  Or you may want to include a table grace at each meal.  St. James Church has already produced a book of table graces.  You can either obtain a copy from the pastor or church office or find the booklet online at the church website (stjamesucc.org) on the homepage under “Resources.”
Heart Prayer

One form of prayer you can use with your child is called the “heart prayer.”  This is a silent, imaginative prayer for children.  Invite your child to get into a comfortable position and to make their bodies still and silent.  Ask them to breathe in through their noses quietly and slowly blow out gently through their mouths.  They repeat this breathing exercise three times.  As their minds and bodies become still and quiet, the guided prayer continues, slowly and calmly you say:

“Invite God into your heart.  Give God a tour of your heart.  Show God all that you hold in your heart, even your secret places that you do not show anyone else.  Show God anything you want to.  Let God know how you feel.  Be together with God.  (Pause for one or two minutes).  Now put into your heart all the people who love you.  You have a big heart; they will all fit.  Now you and God look at them together.  Do you want to tell God anything special about anyone?  Is someone having a birthday?  Is someone sick?  Is someone doing something special?  Whatever it might be, God knows, and it is good for God to hear it from you too, so silently tell God now.  (Pause)  Now you and God look at the people who you love and who love you and love them together. (Pause for one to two minutes).  Let the people fade, even though you and God keep on loving them.  Remember, God is always present and always loves us.  We need to take the time to enjoy God’s presence and love.  No matter who we are, no matter what we do or don’t do, God always loves us.  Take these next few moments to enjoy God loving you.  (Wait for a minute or two).  Amen.”  

Below you will find several prayers you might like to pray with your child. 

Prayer for Family

God,

Thank you for my family and not only for those I live with, 

but grandparents, uncles, aunts, and cousins.  

Please be with them today.  

Amen.

Prayer for Sleep

God,

As I turn off the light, please be with me.  

Help me to get to sleep, 

and please give me good dreams.  

Amen.

Prayer for Friends

Lord Jesus, 

Thank for you for my friends,

and for the games 

and fun that we share.

Please help me to be a good friend to them.

Amen.

Prayer for Those Who Need Help

Lord,

Help me to notice people who need my help:

children who are alone without friends,

my parents and teachers, when they need a hand.

Amen.

Prayer of Thanks

God,

You are great.  

You made the world and it’s good.

Thank you for making it so beautiful.

Amen.

Prayer for Forgiveness

Dear God,

I am sorry for doing wrong things.  

Please forgive me.  

Help me to forgive those who are unkind to me.  

Amen.
Worship
Worship Backpacks can be obtained in the narthex (near the front door and coat closet) in a basket.  The backpacks contain: drawing paper, clipboard, crayons, Bible and Hymnal bookmarks, and a pencil. All backpacks contain the same contents.  You may also want to look in the other basket for Bible picture and storybooks.  There are books there that would be appropriate for all ages (toddlers-school age).  On the table in the same location you will find an activity sheet or two which your school age child may like to do, as well as blank paper for drawing and coloring should the paper on their clipboard in their backpack be depleted.

How do we prepare our children for worship?  The good news is most children understand routine and enjoy ritual.  Parents can help children prepare for worship services by:

1. Having times of prayer and silence at home before meals, and at bedtime.

2. Talking about your own special memories of worship.
3. Practicing the responses that are used in worship each week.

4. Helping children get to know their place of worship by exploring the sanctuary when it is empty.

5. Borrowing a hymnal from church, or buying your own family hymnal and using it during times of Bible reading and prayers at home (you could either read the hymn or sing it).

6. Creating a Saturday evening ritual: choosing clothes to wear to church; gathering money for offering; packing a “Sunday bag” with Bible, soft toys, books, drawing materials and snacks.
7. Planning enough time on Sunday morning to eat a good breakfast and prepare for church.

How do I help my child participate more fully in worship?

There are several things you can do to help make it easier for your child to participate in worship.  They are:

1. Recognize your role as a model for children in worship.

2. Talk with your child about what the congregation will be doing in worship: we hear God’s Word, we sing to God, we pray to God and we give to God.

3. Sit near the front of the sanctuary.  Children will be more attentive if they are closer to the “action.”
4. Review the order of worship, especially those parts where the congregation responds by speaking or singing.

5. Invite your children to take the bookmarks for the Bible and the Hymnal in the worship backpack and use them to mark the scripture and songs.

6. Answer any questions in a quiet voice.

7. Utilize the clip board, crayons and drawing paper in the worship backpacks, if  your child grows restless.  

8. Talk about the worship service afterward and share experiences.

9.   When singing a hymn, use your finger to point out to your child the words we are singing.

10. Invite your child to assist/join you when you are helping in worship
      as a greeter, usher or reader.

11. If you know there will be a baptism or Communion on the     
      upcoming Sunday, talk with your child about their own baptism.
      and what baptism and Communion mean to you and to the 
      Christian church.
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