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A famous rabbi once surprised some learned men and women by 
asking, “Where does God live?”  They laughed at him.  “What are you 
saying?  Surely the world is full of his glory.”  But he answered his 
own question: “God lives where people admit God.”  
 
Gerd Theissen in his book, The Open Door: Variation on Biblical 
Themes declares, “If we recognize that God is where we admit God, 
then our question changes.  In that case we no longer ask “Where is 



God?  Where can God be experienced?  Where do we encounter God?”  
But we notice that we are being asked, “Where are you?  Where do 
you admit God into your life?  Where do you make room for God?” 
 
The question is not, “Is God present?”  Rather the question is, “Did I 
recognize God’s presence?” How do we practice the presence of God?  
I think the answer is not an extremely elaborate one.  One simple way 
to practice the presence of God is to take a few moments before going 
to sleep each evening, and recount the events of the day.  Walk through 
your day once again from the moment you awoke in the morning to the 
moment your head hit the pillow at night.  Try to notice how God 
walked beside you and how God was present in those you met, in the 
circumstances you encountered and in the blessings and trials of the 
day.  When this is made into a daily practice, you will be surprised 
how much of God you missed before.  God is ever so close, ever so 
present, ever so available.  
  
When we begin practicing the presence of God, we too might be heard 
to say like Jacob who awoke from a dream declaring, “Surely the Lord 
is in this place and I did not know it.” 
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Preaching Schedule for January  
 

Sermon Series: January, 2012 (The Lord’s Prayer) 
January 1 – “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 

thy name.”  Holy Communion, Children grades 1st-6th remain in 
worship (no Sunday School) 

January 8 – “thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.” Ordination of Deacon Rob Cook 

January 15 – “give us this day our daily bread” and/or “forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors”  Faith Sharing by Lynne Major 

January 22 – Guest Preacher:  Jay Vasell 



January 29 “and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” 
Remembrance Day (when we will acknowledge the death of loved 
ones, neighbors, colleagues, family and friends during 2011) 

 
*   *   * 

 
During the month of January, we encourage you to listen 
to your “Songs of Joy” CD  songs entitled “Glory in the 
Highest” which will be sung on January 8 and 15 and “I 
Can Only Imagine” which will be sung on January 22 
and 29. 

                
    Greeters  Readers    

Jan. 1 Lois Adams Cheryl Trump 
Jan. 8 Joanne Jones Ron Jones III 
Jan. 15 Joanne & David Morris Deborah Milburn 
Jan. 22 Joan Hauck Dorothy Pauli 
Jan. 29 Dave Winters Bette McGoldrick 
 

Ushers  -  Lois Adams and Bill Penn 
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As we know, Epiphany is the season of light.  It is a time of 
decompresssion for many people.  The rushed pace of Advent and the 
work in preparation for Christmas pumps us up.  Along comes 
Epiphany and we all take it as a breather time before Spring. 
 
For those of us who are serious gardeners, this is a time of planning.  
Seed and plant catalogs are scoured and much thought goes into how 
to fix last year’s problems.   
 
What of the music of the season?  There isn’t much to say.  Few 
composers have given Epiphany a fair shake.  Surely there are hymns, 
anthems and songs for the season.  Many have fallen into disuse and 
religated to remaining in the storage cases of the music room.  Why is 
this? 



It is no secret that times have changed.  Musical tastes have not only 
changed, but seriously broadened and expanded.  Many old “war 

horse” (or well-used/sung) songs and anthems are considered 
to be “tired,” too dated, sappy, not relevant.  Out with the 
old.  What do we replace these with?  Listen well this 
season.  Savor some of the musical choices you’ll hear.  
Since the words of the anthems are printed in the Sunday 
bulletin, it should be easy to ponder the meanings.  If 

you have questions, don’t be afraid to ask them.  Any choir member 
will be glad to discuss the music with you.  I too am always available. 
 
I implore you to let this season be a truly shining time in your spiritual 
growth.  Our music is one venue to assist in that. 
 
  Love and Peace, �����
�
P.S.  FYI, on the weekend we celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. day, 
Pastor Lynn, Marian McKenzie and I are participating in an American 
Guild of Organists event.  We are leading a workshop on 
Praise/Contemporary Music in the Church.  This is not only work, but 
quite an honor.  Our little congregation is quite an innovation in this 
area! 
�
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Sunday School 
We are pleased to welcome new to our staff: Aimee Brackbill as our 
new Director of Children’s Ministries.  Aimee is a graduate of 
Lancaster Theological Seminary, a mother of two children (15 month 
old Henry and Kindergartener Ella) and is married to Ben.  They live 
in West Chester, PA.  Aimee will provide supervision of our nursery 
(as she works with Maria), teach two Sundays a month in our 1st-6th 
grade class, and assist the guest teacher for this same class who will be 
with our children twice in a given month. 
 
January focus: the Lord’s Prayer 
Guest Teacher: Cheryl Trump 



 
ADULTS  

 
January Book Swap 
What is the best book you read in 2011?  What book have you read that 
has had a significant impact on you?  Why should we keep such a good 
thing to ourselves?  We shouldn’t – that’s why we are asking you to 
bring a “like new” or “gently used copy” of this book to our 
Third Sunday Social on January 15th immediately 
following worship.  Wrap it (nothing fancy, just so it is a 
surprise) and put it on the designated table in 
Fellowship Hall. Then fill out the slip provided – 
type of literature (adventure, mystery, novel, 
historical, spirituality, biography, fantasy/science 
fiction, , self-help, others), your name, and why this book is important 
to you or why you liked it. This will then be followed by a chance for 
all who donated books to pick up a book from the same table and share 
aloud who donated the book and why, and then unwrap it for all to see.  
Come and join us in what promises to be a fun, enjoyable and 
inspirational time. 
 
For All Deacons and Elders 
A time of brief instruction (Sunday, January 15: 9:30-10:00 AM) will 
be held for all those who have been ordained a deacon or elder (either 
by St. James or another church, either currently serving or ordained a 
long time ago – once an elder or deacon, always an elder or deacon), 

so as to be able to make Holy Communion more 
meaningful at St. James.  You will learn why things 
are done the way they are and how to move in such a 
coordinated way so as to make Christ the central 
focus, rather than us as the servers of Communion.  
The Consistory has determined after prayerful 
consideration that both elders and deacons should be 
given the opportunity and responsibility of preparing 

and serving Holy Communion at St. James.  If you are unable to attend 
this time, but want to be included in serving Communion, please see 
Pastor Lynn, so individual instruction can be given prior to you 
serving. 



 
Spiritual Formation Classes/Sessions 
 

MORNING AND EVENING PRAYER GROUPS 
Morning Prayer Group meets on Tuesday, January 31, 
11:00 a.m. at the home of Bobbie Lou Krok, 240 Golf 
Hills Road, Havertown.  All are welcome to attend, or 
to pass their prayer requests along to Lois Adams at 
610-449-7775. 
Evening Prayer Group:  An evening session will be held on Tuesday, 
January 17 (7:00-8:30 PM) for those who desire to join others in 
prayer.  We will begin with a 30 minute teaching and experience with 
the three questions that could change your life and the world – come 
find out how you can use these three questions to God as regular part 
of your time of prayer, followed by a time for reviewing answered 
prayer and then praying for others aloud and in silence.   
 
FRUIT OF THE MONTH CLUB will meet on January 24 at 7:00 PM in the 
Penn Resource Room.  This session on "Patience" will be led by Lynne 
Major. Please check with Lynne before to attending, so you she can get 
you the material to read prior to the session. 
 
66 IN 5 BIBLE STUDY will be examining the book of Hebrews in the 
New Testament.  Come join us as we make a somewhat complex book 
a whole lot easier to understand.  Wednesday, January 11 (7:30-9:00 
PM) 
  
Book Clubs 
 

Tuesday Book Club   2011-2012 
7:00 p.m., First Tuesdays   

 
Jan. 3 ‘The Adams Women’  by Paul C. Nagel 
Feb. 7 ‘Heaven Is for Real’   by Todd Burpo 
March 6 ‘ The Creation of Eve’  by Lynn Cullen  

 April 3 ‘Left Neglected’ by Lisa Genova     
May 1 ‘Women of the Passion’ by Joan Lynch 
June 5 Author visit—Joan Lynch 



 
Wednesday Book Club- 2011-2012 

1:00 p.m. on the third Wednesday of the month 
  
Jan. 18 ‘Not My Daughter’  by Barbara Delinsky and ‘Heaven is for  
                  Real’  by Todd Burpo 
Feb. 15 ‘ Close to Shore’  by Michael Capuzzo 
March 21 ‘Moneyball – The Art of Winning an Unfair Game” by 
  Michael Lewis 
April 18 ‘Cutting for Stone’ by Abraham Verghese 
May 16 ‘Women of the Passion’ by Joan Lynch 
June 20 No meeting – everyone is invited to Tuesday, June 5th  
  meeting at 7:00 pm.  We will welcome author Joan Lynch 
 
 

MISSION/OUTREACH 
 
ACTION -REFLECTION : POVERTY AND HOMELESSNESS  
Working at Wellspring (Saturday, January 14, 8:00 am – 1:30 pm, 
Old First Reformed Church (UCC), Philadelphia)  What is it like to 
be without the food, clothing and shelter you need?  Find the 
answer to these questions firsthand as you become part of the 
solution.  Join us as we work at Wellspring (the food and clothing 

cupboard of Old First Reformed Church, UCC) for 
those in need in Philadelphia.  We will help 
distribute food and clothing.  We will meet at St. 
James to carpool at 8:00 am, work from 9-12, then 
have a bag lunch and time of reflection before we 
drive back to the church by 1:30 pm.  We will 
deliver the collection of winter coats and pop-top 
cans which we collected in November and 
December. 

 
ADULT M ISSION TRIP, 2012 
Kick-Off Meeting January 29.  As we all know, 2011 was a year of 
natural disasters across the country and the world. Jesus’ teaching and 
St. James’ focus on mission compel us to find a way to help.  



 
A 2012 disaster recovery mission trip is now being organized, and we 
hope you will consider joining us for a week of service. The mission 
team will depart on June 16 and return on June 23, 2012. We have not 
yet determined the destination for the trip but expect it to be either 
Vermont (to help victims of Hurricane Irene) or Joplin, Missouri (to 
help victims of this summer’s devastating tornados). Details will 
follow. 
 
Regardless of the team’s destination, this trip will allow us not only to 
assist in the physical act of helping rebuild homes, but to walk beside 
people as they rebuild their lives. Together, we can be the body of 
Christ in the world.  
 
Please join us for an informational kick-off meeting. 
Date and time: January 29 at 9 a.m. 
Location: Penn Resource Room 
Questions? Contact  Cheryl Trump or Lynne Major.   
 
FOOD DONATIONS  
As part of St. James ongoing mission, monthly food 
donations provide support to our neighbors and wider 
community. Just before Christmas 2 families benefited 
from St. James food cupboard to help provide physical 
sustenance. The spiritual sustenance provided by our 
congregation is palpable in the selfless giving shown by all.  Each 
month there will be suggestions for food donations for First Sunday 
giving.  These are just suggestions as all donations are welcome and 
used to benefit others.  For February we are suggesting the following: 
 Canned Fruit 
 Applesauce 
 Juice/Juice boxes 
 
SAM ’S K ITCHEN  
An evening session for Sam’s Kitchen/the Life Center will be held on 
Tuesday, January 10th.  Beginning at 6:00 PM we will begin to prepare 
the meal, followed by the stuffing of 90 brown bags to be given to 
diner.  We will be finished somewhere between (8:00-8:30 PM).  



Come join us for a fun, productive evening which makes tangible and 
real the love for our neighbors.  Please contact Bunny Johnston if you 
have any questions. 
 
DORCAS YARN M INISTRY  meets on January 16 at 7:00 
p.m., All knitters are asked to bring copies of their 
favorite knitted shawl pattern.  New members are most 
welcome! 
 
ELDERS FUND.  St. James helped several families during December.  
Rent assistance went to one single mother who lost her daycare, and 
subsequently lost her job.  She also received an Acme gift card, plus 
several bags of food from our food pantry.  We also were able to give 
rent assistance to a young man, father of two toddlers, who is 
undergoing cancer treatment and is not working.  An Acme gift card 
was also given through the Elders Fund, plus bags of food from the 
pantry.  And thanks to several individuals from St. James, some 
additional independent gifts were given to the little children for 
Christmas, plus additional Acme gifts cards to help make Christmas 
dinner special, plus monetary gifts to the young man.  Two other 
families have made use of our food pantry.  As of the end of 
December, the Elders Fund has $648.64.   �

 
REVITALIZATION 

 
 
WE WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS: 
We are pleased to announce the addition of two new members to the 
St. James family.  They are Gerry and Loretta Dombalagian, becoming 
members on December 18.  Find out more about them 
below and please make sure to introduce yourself to 
them as the new year unfolds.  
 
GERALD DOMBALAGIAN: BORN 6/14/53 Lifetime resident of 
Havertown, Married Loretta on 9/7/85 at St. James UCC. Works Part 
time for Coopertown Elementary School. Gerry is on disability for a 



stroke in 2000 and is currently having dialysis 3 days a week at Bryn 
Mawr Hospital. Gerry enjoys spending time with his family. 
LORETTA DOMBALAGIAN: Born 12/20/56 in Wayne, PA, moved 
to Havertown when she married Gerry in 1985. Works in Media for 
The Roberts Filter Group as a buyer. Enjoys playing with her 
grandchildren every chance she gets. Walking for exercise. Relaxing at 
home with Gerry. 
 
We have 2 children Maria and Andrew, and 2 grandchildren Lucy and 
Henry. 
 
We look forward to the coming year with our new family at St. James 
and all the experiences and rewards this will bring.   

�

 
 STEWARDSHIP 

 
 

Thank you to all of you who have sent in your 2012 pledge cards.  If 
you have not already turned in your 2012 pledge card, please do so as 
soon as possible.  Your response will be greatly appreciated by the 
Stewardship Team as they assess what will still need to be done so as 
to be able to move St. James forward toward financial sustainability. 

 
Stewardship Team 
Will meet on Wednesday, January 18 (7:00-8:30 PM) as a follow up to 
our fall stewardship campaign.  
 
Electronic Giving.  As we enter a new calendar year, you may want 
to consider an electronic option that St. James offers for making 
regular offerings. Contributions can be debited 
automatically from your checking or savings account.  
This electronic giving program offers convenience for 
you and much-needed donation consistency for our 
congregation.  An authorization form is available from the church 
office.  Email secretary@stjamesucc.org, or call the church office, 
610-446-3036, if interested. 

 



 
PRAYERS 

 
In Our Thoughts and Prayers 
Catherine Hand as she recovers at Dunwoody. 
Lynn and Bob Sharrar and their family upon the death of their 
grandchild. 
Connie George and her family upon the death of her father. 
Bobbie Lou and Peter Krok and their family upon the death of Peter’s 
mother. 

 
 BIRTHDAYS 

 

 
God bless our January birthday folks.  And remember, we celebrate 
each month’s birthdays at our Third Sunday Socials!

God bless our January birthday folks! 

  3 – Jillian Morris 
15 – Samuel Richardson 
22 – Lynne Penn 

22 – John Thomas 
24 – Ron Jones Jr. 
27 – Cristin Jones  

 
 

“Youth is the gift of nature, but age is the work of art.” ~ Garson Kanin 
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�  HELP ST. JAMES SAVE POSTAGE COSTS:  To receive 
future Hilltop Views electronically, please notify the church office 
at secretary@stjamesucc.org. 

 
�  EVANGELISM TEAM will meet on Wednesday, January 18 

(4:30-5:30 PM) to begin making plans for the accomplishing of the 
goals set for 2012. 
 

�  NO SENIOR DINE AROUND in January and February. 
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†    †    †  

The Rev. Lynn P. Lampman, Pastor 
 Pastor’s Phone:  610-733-1502  
Tony Dratwa, Director of Music 

Aimee Brackbill, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Maria Scala, Nursery 

Ailene Dunlap, Secretary 
Church Office 610-446-3036 

Email:  secretary@stjamesucc.org 


