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January 8, 2012
The Lord’s Prayer:  
“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” (Matthew 6:10)
Daniel 7:9-27
Luke 17:20-21
The Rev. Lynn P. Lampman

Colonel Rahl, commander of the British troops in Trenton, New Jersey, was playing cards when a courier brought an urgent message stating that General George Washington was crossing the Delaware River. Rahl put the letter in his pocket and didn't bother to read it until the game was finished. Then, realizing the seriousness of the situation, he hurriedly tried to rally his men to meet the coming attack, but his procrastination was his undoing. He and many of his men were killed and the rest of the regiment were captured.
Nolbert Quayle said, "Only a few minutes' delay cost him his life, his honor, and the liberty of his soldiers. Earth's history is strewn with the wrecks of half-finished plans and unexecuted resolutions. 'Tomorrow' is the excuse of the lazy and refuge of the incompetent." 

Now or later?  It is a decision we must face day in and day out.  It is also a decision God faces.   

In Daniel chapter 7 (as chunky and complex as it may be) we find  three sets of words in that rather long passage that call for our attention: 
God’s kingdom will be established and it will be different than the kingdoms that came before it.  Imperial kingdoms come and go, rise and fall, but God’s kingdom is an “everlasting” one.  
Then comes the promise that the holy ones of the Most High (God) will receive the kingdom and possess it forever.  

And there we also see that the kingdom of God (the fifth kingdom) is brought down from heaven to earthy by a transcendental Human One (the son of man), who has been entrusted with it by God (in case we didn’t get it the first time, Daniel mentions this three times – for emphasis).

In the United Church of Christ (among others) there has been an emphasis to move away from use of the phrase “the kingdom of God” (rationale given is gender and classist associations with that phrase).  To be honest I am not interested in debating that here.  Rather, I bring it up, so we can become ever clearer of what is meant by the phrase “the kingdom of God or the reign of God.”  The greater accuracy would be the idea of the reigning of God, not the reign of God.  What I mean here is the focus is not so much on where God rules the world as how God rules the world.  Let me suggest that whenever you read “the kingdom of God”, mentally rephrase it as the ‘ruling style of God.’  It imagines how the world would be if the biblical God actually sat on an imperial throne down here below.  It dreams of an earth where the Holy One of justice and righteousness actually gets to establish-as we might say – the annual budget for the global economy.  

It is important to remember, that Jesus spoke more about the kingdom of God than any other topic throughout his ministry.  Yet, it still remains highly misunderstood by the average Christian today.  

Many in Jesus day (including John the Baptist) thought that God’s Great Clean up of the World was in the future, but imminent.  Jesus on the other hand, said that it was present, already here.  Take for example this scripture text from Mark chapter 1 (1:14b-15). Notice Mark does not say that God’s kingdom is “coming near” or “is approaching” but “has come near” or “has approached.”

This must have sounded absurd to the hearers of Jesus’ time.  Where was God’s transfigured world to be seen?  Is not Tiberius still emperor of Rome, Antipas still tetrarch of Galilee, and Pilate still prefect of Judea?  How has anything changed in the world of peasant poverty, local injustice and imperial oppression?

Jesus response is in essence, “You have been waiting for God, while God has been waiting for you.  No wonder nothing is happening.  You want God’s intervention, while God wants your collaboration.  God’s kingdom is here, but only insofar as you accept it, enter it, live it and thereby establish it.  In other words, Jesus inaugurated it (the kingdom, the reigning of God), yet we must do our part (and each of us does have a part), to bring it into fruition.  It is not about intervention by God, but about participation with God.  God’s Great Cleanup of the World does not begin, cannot continue, and will not conclude without our divinely empowered participation and transcendentally driven collaboration.

It is important to note, that Jesus did not fit what others expected of him – to be a “new David” as a warrior deliverer of his people (even John the Baptist got this wrong).  Rather, Jesus paradigm shift announced that he did not imagine himself or others in violent collaboration with a violent God.  Thus, the rebuke to put away the sword when he was being taken by the soldiers in the Garden of Gethsemane and during his trial he says to Pilate “My kingdom is not of this world, not from this world.  If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews.  But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” (John18:36)

The difference between God’s kingdom and Rome’s empire, between Jesus and Pilate, between Jesus’s companions and Pilate’s followers is that one is nonviolent and the other is violent.  

The coming of God’s kingdom, the dawn of end of the age (eschatological transformation), the Great Divine Cleanup of the World – by whatever name-is nonviolent, and so also is our God-empowered participation in it and God-driven collaboration with it.

And so we have “Thy kingdom come.”  But, what about “Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.”  “In heaven,” what does that mean?  It means that heaven is in great shape – earth is where the problems are.  

When we hear the “will of God is done in heaven,” we should think not just about angelic obedience; be also of the eternal design of God for creation laid out.  God’s name, kingdom, and will come to their climax “in heaven”, that is, in their eternal intention.  

“As in heaven” reminds us that God’s will for creation was always there and ever the same, but that window of opportunity opened in the first century and “as in heaven” became “so on earth” with the coming of Jesus.  In other words, it is the “will” of God for justice and righteousness, which “became flesh” in Jesus of Nazareth.

Believe or not, we are now finished with the first half of the Lord’s Prayer: name, kingdom and will.  Next Sunday, we will begin looking at the second half of the Lord’s Prayer, also outlined in three words: bread, debt and temptation.  

It is in the second half, that we will see how “heaven comes down to earth”, how our world is transformed and what is heaven’s process, project and program for our earth.  

And so we have the divine triplet of name, kingdom and will and the human triplet of bread, debt and temptation like two sides of the same coin.  

The challenge of the coin metaphor is that the coin’s two sides can be distinguished (say, heads for tails), but not separated.  So also, with the two sides of the Lord’s Prayer: the Abba Prayer.  

Although we always know that a coin has two sides, we are unable to see them both directly at the same time (go ahead, try it, right now).  

There is, in other words, always the danger that we will think only of one or the other – only of the “Your” side or the “Our” side.  The challenge is of course, always and ever to think dialectically-not of one or the other half of the prayer, but of both together as in responsorial chant.  That is my prayer for you, and for me.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Many of the ideas from this sermon have come from the book, The Greatest Prayer: Rediscovering the Revolutionary Message of the Lord’s Prayer by John Dominic Crossan.
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