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January 15, 2012
I Corinthians 11:20-22
The Lord’s Prayer: “Sounds a Little Bit Fishy to Me”
The Rev. Lynn P. Lampman 

Many of us have been in a situation when we heard just one thing and yet assumed we got the whole story.  Some of us have heard one fact and assume we knew the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help us God.  And we have all seen what can come from that – and it’s not good.

So then, we are duly warned upon reading “give us this day our daily bread.”  We know this is not the only reference in the Bible to bread, much less the only example of Jesus and bread.  

In light of that, we know bread has greater meaning than that to which we put peanut and jelly. Let us take a few moments to look at how bread is used in scripture.

“Bread” is widely used in the tradition of the Bible as a simple summary for “food”. 

First of all, we have the four references to the feeding of the multitudes with bread and fish. It must be a really important story, because we have it as the only (yes, I said only) “miracle” that is sited in all four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and yes, even John).  In all of those stories the same four verbs appear: “took, blessed or gave thanks, broke and gave.”  Repetition is hardly ever an accident, it almost always implies intentionality, and I think that holds true here.

As we have already discussed the Great Divine Clean up involves a fair distribution of God’s earth for all God’s people (Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven).  
Yet, the question remains, how can anyone else do what Jesus did-if the feeding of the multitudes is to be taken literally?  As told, it is certainly is a miracle.  But even more to the point, it is a miracle in a parable, and given this, we are asked to think about meaning and implication.  

Upon realizing the problem – it is supper time and there are thousands of people who need to be fed, the disciples decide to shirk their responsibility (much less privilege) by telling Jesus to send them into town to get their own dinner.  Then, seeing Jesus look, they offer another option (this one filled with objection) buying food for them using 200 days of wages.  Jesus determines it is way more solvable than what they thought.  Jesus tells them,  “Go and see” what you have, in another version the contents of a boys lunch are used.  It is not about what Jesus pulls out of thin air.  No, what is used to make this feeding possible is at hand, what they currently possess – in the now.

These four versions of the feeding of the multitudes serve as a parable to say there is more than enough food already present upon our earth when it passes through the hands of divine justice, when it is taken, blessed, broken and given out; when good is seen as God’s consecrated gift.  The now present kingdom is about the equitable distribution of our earth for all.

The other stories of bread in the life of Jesus contain fish as well.  Jesus tells his disciples to cast their nets to the other side, after fishing all night and catching nothing.  After doing so, their load is so large it tears the net and they can barely haul it in.  Then, we see them coming ashore and there is Jesus (after his resurrection) preparing a meal and fish even before their miraculous catch.  He tells them to give him some fish of they have caught.

Why is there so much fishy stuff in the gospels?  Jesus was from inland Nazareth, but chose to make his home by the sea of Galilee in Capernaum.  Why were so many of the disciples from fishing villages and specifically from the northwest quadrant of the lake?  Mary was from Magdala whose Greek translation means “salted fish”.  Jesus is seldom far from boats, nets, fish and fishers, seldom far from the Sea of Galilee.  Then there is Jesus directive to the disciples to fish for people.  

Herod Antipas seeking to be like his father Herod the Great, had plans for creating a new capital city, and to locate it on the mid-western shore of the Sea of Galilee, and to name it Tiberias in honor of the new emperor.  Why this location?  Why put it there?  What was Antipas’s intention for Tiberias when it finally opened for business at the start of the 20’s CE/AD.

It was quite simply, to commercialize the Sea of Galilee.  Antipas planned to exploit the lake the way he was exploiting the land.  There would be exports of dried fish, salted fish, and even fish sauce (that which the Romans loved so well).  

Imagine what his plans would do to peasant fishers and their villages along the lake.  There would be taxes for every stage of fishing – having a boat, fishing with dragnets, and even when one casts a net from the shore.  
 
If this were to happen, then, it would only be a matter of time before there would be no fish to sell, and then no bread to eat.

Jesus declares this is God’s lake, not Herod Antipas’s lake.  Galilee’s lake is a microcosm of God’s world – who owns it, controls it, distributes it (John 21).  Furthermore, that distribution is by sharing evenly with-or especially with-the random stranger.  Only then is Jesus still present in the Christian community (Luke 24).

And so we have it once again, that food is never just about food.  It is always about just food.

Let’s now move to another post resurrection story, this one found in Luke chapter 24, where we see two disciples on the road to Emmaus.  They do not recognize Jesus as he walks beside them.  He then explains the scriptures to them, and then they invite him to stay with them, and in so doing as he is breaking bread with them at the table – they recognize him.  

First comes the reading of the scriptures.  That is necessary, but not enough.  It warms the heart (according to the story), but does not yet reveal the Christ.  That happen only when food – and household- is shared with a random stranger.  

Here once again, we have those same four verbs: “took, blessed, broke and gave.”  They each could have had individual bread before them at the meal, but that verb “break” indicates the sharing of communal food rather then the enjoyment of a personal supply.

Now, let’s go from bread and fish, to bread and wine, to body and blood.  When we think of ordinary death as a separation of body and soul or flesh and spirit.  But violent death – for example, execution – is separation of body and blood.  Communion/Eucharist  recalls that Jesus not only lived for the just distribution of food and drink, but died for insisting on that same.  He was not demanding charity, generosity, or even hospitality.  Rome did not crucify people for those proposals.  Jesus was insisting that the world and its ‘s food-summarized as bread and wine-belonged to God and not to Rome.  For that he died violently on a cross.

Christians participating in the Lord’s Supper are collaborating with the justice of God as revealed in the life and death of Christ.  

And now last but not least, in our exploration of bread, we have the foul smelling situation at the church in Corinth, which we heard read this morning.  The original title “Lord’s Supper” meant the Lord’s style of supper, that is, a shared-meal where all alike got enough of the same food and drink.  Equality in Christ meant equality in menu.  It was not, of course, our symbolic morsel and sip, but a true meal.  

What was happening at Corinth was the effect of being caught up in cultural normalcy that pulled the Lord’s Supper back into Roman hierarchical expectation.  

In Rome, it was common for rich householders to throw great feasts that included, not only their social equals, but their freed slaves, clients, and assorted hangers-on.  Which was a way for them to wield their hierarchical power.  Given such banquets, Roman moralists debated whether all should get the same food and drink.  Some said, of course not, others said yes, of course.  

When the various small Christian communities of Corinth celebrated the Lord’s Supper together at the home of a better-off member, the nonworking “haves” arrived early and ate the upper-class food and drink what they brought.  When the “have-nots” arrived later after the day’s work, they had to make do with what was left.  Paul is, to put it mildly, not pleased with them.

[bookmark: _GoBack]So, when we read or hear, “Give us this day our daily bread,” that simple word “bread” carries with it all those shared-meals with Jesus during his life, before his death, and after his resurrection.  It contains the multiplication meal, the Emmaus meal, the lakeside meal, and the communion meal.  It is the daily bread of daily justice along with the daily danger of challenging daily injustice.

The Lord’s Prayer – a revolutionary manifesto indeed.



Jamary 15,2012
1 Corithians 112022

"The Lond's rayer: “Sounds  Lie Bt Fihy to Me”
The Rev. Lym P. Lampman

Many of us have ben i  sittion when we head just ne hing
and et assumed we got the whol story. Some ofushave heard
one fact and assume we knew the whol ruth and noing bt the
inu, o help s God. And we have al secn whatcan come rom
thar” and ' ot good

So1then, we are duly warned upon rading "give s tis day our
il bread™ We know this i no the anly refeence inte Bible
1o bread,much s the only example o Jesusand bread

I ightofthat,we know brcad b greaee meaning than tat
‘Which weputpeanat and el Lt s ke  fow moments o ook

athow bread i used i serptre,

“Bread” i widely used i the wradition ofhe Bible s simple
summary for “fod".

Fistofal,we have the furrefernces o the fsding ofhe
‘mulitudes with bread an fsh. It st b el important sy,
because we ave it s the nly (v, [ said only) miaci” that i
sied inllfourgospes (athew, ark, Luke andyes, e

John. Tnall f thoe tris the sme four verbsappear ok,
s orgavethank, broke snd gave Repetion s hardly ever
anacciden, i almost ahaysimples intntioalty,an | think that
holds e ere.

As wehave aleady iscussed the Gt Divine Clan up involves
i distribution ofGod' arth fo all God'spoople (Hallowsd be
ihy e, hy kingdom come, thy il b done,oncarthas 1 i
heven,




